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The Four Great
Essentials
BY

Rev. R. A. TORREY, D. D.

My message this morning is primarily for the sixty-three
students who on the 24th of this month are to graduate from
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles and who are going out into
all parts of the world to preach Jesus Christ as the only but
all-sufficient way of life to perishing men, women and children
in many lands. But I have sought from God a message that
would be helpful to every student in the Institute and also to
everyone who should come here this morning. Our subject
is: The Final Authority of the Word;
the Priceless Value of
the Blood; the Irresistible Power of the Holy Spirit and the
Infinite Efficacy of Prayer. It is not difficult to find texts for
such a message. Indeed, so many texts immediately occur to
one that the only difficulty is to decide which to select and
which to omit. The five texts that we retain are: John 10:35,
"The Scripture cannot be broken" ; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19 : "Knowing
that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver
or gold, from your vain manner of life handed down from your
fathers: but with precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot, even the blood of Christ"; Acts 1:8, "But
ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you,
and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth"; Acts 6:10, "Andthey were not able to withstand the
wisdom and t he spirit by which He spake"; John 14:13-14,
"And whatsoever ye shall ask in my Name, that will I do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son: If ye shall ask any
thing in my Name, that will I do."
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1.-The Final Authority of the Word.
In the first of our texts, John 10:35, we read "The Scripture
cannot be broken." We have here the plain and unmistakable
assertion of our Lord Jesus Himself of the Final Authority of
the Scripture, of the irrefragability, the inerrancy, and unfailing
dependability of the Word of God; that "the Scripture canno
be broken." In Matt. 4:4, 7, 10 we have a very impressive
illustration of the Final Authority of the Word. The three
verses occur at the three critical points in the great earthly
conflict between Him whom God had appointed to be the
Savior of the world and him who had selected himself to wrest
the world from its allegiance to the Creator and to His only
begotten Son Jesus Christ and to thus capture its allegiance for
himself. Satan had put before our Lord his three final tempta
tions and had sought to enforce those temptations with argu
ments of consummate subtlety, a subtlety worthy of him who be
fore his fall had been "full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty,"
"sealing up the sum" of created perfection. But our Lord had
answered all of these subtle arguments of the Devil with a single
phrase, "It is written." Written where? "Written in the one
and only Book of God, the written Word of God, "the Scrip
ture," the Bible. Could there by any possibility be a more de
cisive or more impressive proof of the Final Authroity of the
ord of God than that? What God had said, what God had "writ
ten" was to the Son of God the final arbiter of what man
should think and what man should do. To Him if a single
sentence or part of a sentence taken in its context taught
anything, that settled it for all time, for, to use His own words,
"The Scripture cannot be broken." What "Scripture" says
is final and must be believed and what it commands is final
and must be obeyed. When our Lord uttered these conclusive
words, "The Scripture cannot be broken," He was setting forth
as an end of all argument one single word that God had used
in Psa. 82:6. The Word of God, the Word of God as set forth
in the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament and twenty-seven
of the New Testament, for every really intelligent follower of
Jesus Christ is the Final Authority in every question of faith
or practice. The Bible is the final Court of Appeal to anyone
who has a right to call himself a Christian. Jesus, the Real
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Christ, the only Real Christ, says "The Scripture cannot be
broken," that the Scripture is irrefragable, inerrant, absolutely
dependable, final in all its assertions.
Happy is the preacher, happy is the Christian worker of any
sort, happy is the most ungifted and ordinary Christian who
accepts the attitude of our Lord Jesus Christ toward the Word
of God, found in the Bible; who accepts the Final Authority
of the Word of God, settles every question of doctrine by an
appeal to the Book; the one who asks, "What saith the Scrip
ture" and when he finds that out, that settles it. Some try,
indeed spend a great amount of precious time and invaluable
energy in trying to make the Bible fit into their theories. Im
measurably wiser and happier is the man who forms his theories
out of the facts taught in the Bible and who seeks sincerely to
make his every doctrine and every course of conduct square
with "thepattern shown in the mount," the pattern of God's
inerrant Word. Some preachers who "professing themselves to
be wise have become fools" (Rom. 1:22) call those who take
this attitude toward the Bible, "bibliolaters," i.e., worshippers
of the Bible. Not at all, we are not worshippers of the Bible,
but we are worshippers of the God who speaks in the Bible,
the God and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; for
"this is the (only) true God" (Jno. 5:20), and worshippers
of any other God are idolaters.
We live in a day in which many are seeking some other
final seat of authority than the Bible, such as "The Reason"
(unenlightened by the Word of God and by the Spirit of God),
or the "Christian
Consciousness,'' or the Church. Alas! among
the many who are doing this are many supposedly orthodox
preachers and not a few who are training young men and
women to be pastors and evangelists and missionaries and
Christian workers of all sorts at home and abroad. Jesus
Christ made "the Scripture," the "written" Word of God, the
final Court of Appeal, and if we truly believe in Him we will
also. If we are real Christians, even if every college professor
and theological professor on earth, German, English, Scotch or
American, should say one thing and Jesus Christ should say
another, we will believe Jesus Christ against the whole crowd.
"The Scripture cannot be broken," says the Lord Jesus and it
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cannot. Whatsoever Scriptur e says is absolutely literally true.
It is final.
As you you ng workers go out into the work you will meet
some who have had quite a little education of a certain sort
who, when you point them to a very clear passage in the
Scripture (giving chapter and verse), will answer, "Oh yes.
but, "-and then they will give you what the great Dr. So and
So says or what they themselves think. Then you will say.
"Yes, but God says"; and then they will smile and look wise
and think how narrow and benighted and antiquated you are.
But when they meet in the judgment the One whose Word
they have so lightly set aside, they will not look so wise. but
utterly silly and they will not smile. And you on your part
will have in the life that now is the glad assurance and the deep
peace of mind and heart that comes from knowing that you are
standing upon the indestructible and immovable rock of God's
Word, and you will have in the life to come the "Well done,
good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will set thee over many things: enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord."
This question of the Final Anthority of the Word of God
is the most fundamental of all questions: If you are really right
here in your thinking and in your action that comes out of
really right thinking, you will be right sooner or later on every
question of Christian faith and Christian conduct: but if you
are wrong here, you will be wrong sooner or later on every
question of Christian faith and Christian conduct.
II.-ThePriceless Value of the Blood.
Now we turn to the second great fundamental of your faith
and your preaching and all your Christian work, The Priceless
Value of The Blood. This is set forth in a most impressive and
thought-stimu lating way in our second text. "Ye were re
deemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, from
your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers; but
with precious blood, as of a lamb without biemish and with
out spot, even the Blood of Christ. " (1 Pet. 1:18, 19.) Stop
and ponder those words and when you have pondered them,
never for get them and never cease telling to others the great
-6-

truth they set forth. The great truth they set forth is that " Ye
were redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold,
from your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers;
but with precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and with
out spot. even the Blood of Christ." We live in a day that sets
great Yalue on "silver and gold." God says "baubles", "cor
ruptible things", things that perish. But God says also that
there is something that is valuable, something whose value never
lessens, something of priceless value. "even the Blood of
Christ.'' Many say in these days that " money will buy anything." Oh, no. The things of real value, the only things
of real value, money will not buy. It may buy a fine house;
it may buy a pretty wife, but even she will be brainless, char
acterless and loveless; it may even buy a nomination to the
Presidency or an election, but-it will not buy redemption.
It has no value whatever to secure before God acquittal from
your sins. Money may influence human courts, it often does,
directly or indirectly, but it does not influence God or Jesus
Christ one particle. But " the blood of Christ'' will buy re
demption. The blood of Christ, if you offer it to the Great
Judge and Final Judge, by putting your trust in it, will buy
your complete justification, for "We are justified in His
blood" and thus "saved from the wrath of God through Him"
(Rom. 5:9, R. V.) . Nothing else in all the universe will do it.
"Ye were redeemed ... with precious blood ... even the blood
of Christ." Let that sink in. That is God's Word. Oh, yes,
I know that this doctrine, so plainly taught in God's Word,
is very widely questioned today, even in churches and in
theological seminaries that are called "evangelical", but the
Final Authority, God's Word, says that "Ye were redeemed
... with precious blood ... even the blood of Christ," and
thus in effect God's Word says that Christian Science teachers
and the Unitarian teachers, and as many teachers in Congrega
tional, Baptist. Methodist and Presbyterian and other pulpits
and theological seminaries as say that we are not redeemed
by" literal "blood", "the (actual shed) blood of Christ", but
by His example, or by the truth He taught, or in some other
way, are "liars." And such teachers are the Devil's most
efficient emissaries in securing the eternal ruin of the souls
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of men; for they are luring them on to the rocks of eternal
shipwreck by getting them to put their trust in something
else than the only thing in all the universe that secures re
demption for sinners, "precious blood ... even the blood of
Christ."
A popular minister in this city announced some time ago,
soon after his taking a pulpit here, that he was going to preach
"a religion without an infallible Bible, without atoning blood,
without a personal Devil and without an eternal Hell." In
so announcing, he announced that he was going to preach
" another Gospel" than the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ ( Cf. Gal. 1:6-9), to be perfectly frank, the Devil's
own Gospel, the gospel of that one whose main business it is
to "blind the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the
Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should
not dawn upon them" (2 Cor. 4:4), and the one to whom
God's Gospel is "hid", is "lost" (2 Cor. 4:3), and his blood
rests upon that preacher 's soul.
I would rather take my
chances before God as a rum-seller than as a "minister of
Satan" (2 Cor. 11:14, 15) . This doctrine that Peter, the in
spired apostle, teaches, did not originate with Peter. Jehovah
Himself had said, as recorded in Ex. 12:13, " When I see the
blood I will pass over you," referring to the shed blood of
the Passover Lamb sprinkled upon the "two side posts and
the upper door post of the house" and Peter, illumined and
controlled by the Holy Spirit, with unmistakable reference to
this utterance of God, says, "Ye were redeemed, not with cor
ruptible things, with silver or gold . . . ; but with precious
blood, as of a lamb, without blemish and without spot, even the
blood of Christ."
Young friends, as you go out to preach to great crowds
or small crowds, to little groups, or oftentimes I trust to an
audience such as Jesus often had and loved to have, an aud
ience of one,-preach the blood, preach the blood, preach the
blood, the "precious blood, even the blood of Christ." Imitate
the mightiest evangelist and pastor of history, Paul, and "de
termine not to know anything among" whatever races or
classes God sends you among " save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified!" (1 Cor. 2:2.)
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III.-The Irresistible Power of the Holy Spirit.
Now we come to the third thought I wish to impress upon
you as one of the dominating principles of action in your
lives as pastors, evangelists, missionaries, Bible women and
soul-winners of all sorts, the Irresistible Power of the Holy
Spirit. This all-important truth is set forth in our third text,
Acts 1:8, "Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jeru
salem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth," and in our fourth text, Acts 6:10, "And
they were not able to withstand the wisdom and the spirit by
which He spake."
Please lose sight of me standing here and see our Lord
Jesus standing here and hear Him saying to you as He said
to His disciples on a very similar occasion, when He was about
to leave them and they were about to enter upon the work
for which He had trained them, "Ye shall receive power, when
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be My wit
nesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth." There is only one kind
of power that really counts for much in any kind of really
Christian service, that is, the power of the Holy Ghost, the
power that comes into our service through the Holy Ghost
coming definitely upon us and our being definitely "baptized
with the Holy Ghost." The power that comes from knowledge
that is correct, exact and complete, such knowledge as you
have received in the various class-rooms during your two
years' stay at the Institute, is doubtless important. The power
that comes from the ability to express what you know in cor
rect, chaste, clear, attractive, forceful English is not to be
despised. The power that comes from effective delivery, of
which our own Dr. Atkinson is such a striking illustration, is
greatly to be desired. But, after all, the only power that
really counts is Holy Ghost power. As the Apostle Paul puts
it in the next verse to one I have already quoted, "My speech
and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: (5) that your
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the
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power of God." (1 Cor. 2:4, 5.) As I meet in many lands
many of the thousands of students whom it has been my rare
privilege to train for Christian service, my heart is often full
of joy and gratitude as I witness for myself and hear from
others of the great gifts of various kinds God has bestowed
upon them. I take a natural, and I think, warranted, pride
in them. I feel almost as if they were my own children. But,
oh! when I meet one and hear him and see the manifold evi
dence that the Spirit is upon him, words cannot express my
joy and my gratitude to God. When, for example, last sum
mer in far away Japan, I heard Nakada, the father of the
young Japanese in the choir back of me this morning, and
saw his work and saw the abundant evidence that the Holy
Ghost was pleased to use him as one of His most effective in
struments in Japan, I did praise God. That is what I covet
for each member of the Graduating Class, each member of
every class, each member of the Church of the Open Door,
each Christian in this audience, the power of the Holy Ghost
in your service. It is a wonderful thing, this power of the
Holy Spirit, the Wind of God. Think of D . L . Moody, the
raw country boy, without even a decent common school educa
tion, who never attended any Institute, never took even "a
short-cut" to the ministry and who in the early days of his
work, worked with great energy but with little real power,
until two godly women got hold of him, as Priscilla and Aquila
got hold of Apollos of old, and " took him unto them, and
expounded unto him the way of God more carefully" (Acts
18:26). and then prayed with him, agonized in prayer, and
then he went alone with God, and then how the Holy Ghost
came so wonder fully upon him as he walked up Fulton Street,
New York City, and then how God used him to lead thou
sands of all classes to Jesus Christ because the only power
that counts, the power of the Holy Ghost was upon him. I
have phrased it in my subject, "The Irresistible Power of the
Holy Spirit." My fourth text warrants the use of the adjec
tive "irresistible", for we read of Stephen, whom the Church
chose for the lowly work of the deacon, but whom God chose
to be one of the mightiest preachers of all history and the first
martyr, that when he was filled with the Holy Ghost even the
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stubborn, blinded. self-willed and self-sufficient Jews were not
able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which He spake."
(Acts 6:10.) Nobody can "stand against" a cyclone and when
a man is filled, really filled with the Holy Spirit, the Wind of
God, he becomes a cyclone, a spiritual cyclone.
Many in these days are appalled when they see the false
religions and cults and isms and heresies that are springing
up outside the Church and within the Church. "How shall we
meet these conditions," many are tremblingly crying. God
has answered the question. Listen to God's answer, "Ye shall
receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you : and
ye shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea
and Samaria. and unto the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts
1:8.) In the power of the Holy Ghost, that is the way to meet
these conditions. Conditions today may be bad and they may
he getting worse year by year, but they are nothing to the
conditions that confronted the Twelve when Jesus spoke these
words. Let me say that there is one article in the Apostles'
Creed that I feel like shouting aloud when I see so many mod
ern preachers hanging their harps on the willows and so many
supposed warriors for Christ ready to lay down their arms.
Do you know what that article is? "I believe in the Holy
Ghost." Yes, I believe in the Holy Ghost. How can I help
it when I remember that after taking my B.A. and D.D. at
Yale and then pastoring for four years, two little country
churches in Ohio, and then going to two German Universities
for further study, I was pastor of one of the smallest outlying
Congregational churches in Minneapolis, and then God led me
in His wondrous grace to say, "I am never going into my
pulpit again until I have been baptized with the Holy Ghost
and know it, or God in some way tells me to go," and within
a week I was baptized with the Holy Ghost and knew it, and
at once the doors began to open wider and wider, until the
promise of Acts 1:8 was literally fulfilled in my personal ex
perience and I had witnessed for Christ on the remotest inhab
ited spot there is on this globe from where I had been bap
tized with the Holy Ghost and I had seen scores of thousands,
I presume I could say hundreds of thousands, converted;
thieves, harlots, rich and poor, Buddhist priests. Mohammedans,
-11-

Jews infidels, Unitarian preachers, university students and
university professors, Christian Scientists, Spiritualists, mur
derers, professional murderesses, gamblers, thugs, Japanese,
Chinese, Hindoos, Singalese, laboring men, anarchists, mem
bers of the nobility, baronets and earls, soldiers, sailors, high
army officers, all kinds and conditions of men, women and
children, a thousand or more in a single day. Young men
and women, believe in the Holy Ghost and be determined
that since God has said, " If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your
Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him"
(Luke 11:13), that you too will be filled with the Holy Ghost.
IV.-The Infinite Efficacy of Prayer.
This leads us to the fourth and last great truth I wish to
impress so deeply upon you this morning that you will never
forget it, no matter how far you may go from this hallowed
spot and how numerous and distracting may be the duties that
crowd upon you. That fourth great fundamental truth of
effective work for God is, The Infinite Efficacy of Prayer.
Listen to what our Lord Jesus Himself says in our last text:
"And whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do,
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. (14) If ye shall
ask anything in My Name, that will I do." (John 14:13, 14.)
Our Lord here t ells us that, if we meet the conditions of pre
vailing prayer that are found clearly stated in, the verse that
immediately precedes and the verses that immediately follow,
we can by prayer in the name of Jesus, get anything we ask,
that there is no limit to the efficacy of prayer, that the efficacy
of prayer is infinite. Just look at these verses! Look! Look!
Look! Look till you really see what they say. How much
of power and privilege and possession does God control?
"All", did you say? Then "all things are yours" (1 Cor.
3:21), for the asking. The only limit to what anyone gets in
Christian life or service is the limit of his asking, according
to the will of God, revealed in His Word and by His Holy
Spirit. God is saying to us as He said to those to whom James
wrote, "Ye have not because ye ask not" (James 4:2). These
words contain the secret of the poverty and powerlessness of
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the average preacher, the average evangelist, the average
Christian, the average church; neglect of prayer, "Ye have
not because ye ask not." If we preachers more often had sorer
knees we would not so often have such sore and disappointed
hearts.
I must close soon, but listen, you will not meet in any
land any obstacle you cannot surmount by prayer, you will
never meet any problem you cannot solve by prayer, you will
never meet any stone wall you cannot go through by prayer,
you will never find any field so barren that you cannot make
it "blossom as the rose" by prayer, real prayer, prolonged
prayer, persistent prayer, heart prayer, agonizing prayer,
prayer kindled by the promises of the Word and energized by
the Holy Ghost.
Young men and women of the Graduating Class, you have
been here two years. You have met the various members of
the Faculty two, three or more hours a day, five days in each
week, I know not how many hours in all, but they have been
memorable hours. Sometimes a holy hush has fallen upon the
lecture room and we lecturers have ceased talking and to
gether we have listened to God as He talked as He alone can
talk. You have also worked in your rooms and you have
worked well. I doubt if any other class has had quite so
good an average record. I shall never meet you again in
the lecture room. Tomorrow morning early I shall start on
a tour of many thousands of miles. I do not know just how
far I shall go before I return, or just bow soon I shall get
back. Perhaps I shall not get back here at all; for we may
all start upward soon and beat the air record of 33,000 feet,
made a few days ago. But if I do get back most of you
will be gone. There is one word I wish to say to you for
the whole Faculty: We love you. We shall miss you. I
shall miss you. They say I am a cold, unaffectionate man.
They say my eyes pierce more than they attract. Do not be
lieve it. I do not think you do believe it. But I do love you,
and I will be lonesome without you when I get back. There
will be others in your seats, but they will not take your place
in our hearts, for they cannot. No one ever does take the
place of anyone else. I do not know anything about a second
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wife, I do not ever expect to, but I do not believe a second
wife ever does take the exact place of a first wife. She takes
her own place, and it may be a dear place, but not the place
of the first wife. Others will take their place in our hearts,
but not your place. We shall miss you, but we are glad you
are going; for the world needs you. The world never needed
men and women who stand for the Final Authority of the
Word, the Priceless Value of the Blood, the Irresistible Power
of the Holy Spirit and the Infinite Efficacy of Prayer, as it
does today. China needs you, Japan needs you, India needs
you, Africa needs you, many states in the Union need you;
and we are glad you are going. The evening my own boy left
for China I shall never forget. Mrs. Torrey and I went to
the station with him and his wife and we never shed a tear.
We saw the train start and we never shed a tear. We jumped
into an automobile and chased the train and got to a cross
ing before the train did. As the train passed we stood there
and they stood on the rear platform and they waved and we
waved as they passed out of sight, and we never shed a
tear. We went home. We did not say much that evening to
one another, but when I got to bed I could hold in no longer
and I lay there and sobbed and sobbed and Mrs. Torrey tried
to comfort me, but I needed no comfort. Through my tears
and sobs my heart was rejoicing "with joy unspeakable and
full of glory" at the privilege of giving my only son to live
for the God and Father Who had given His Only Son to die
for me. So we will miss you, but we are glad you are going.
Goodbye ! God be with you!
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